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Preface: How To Make Your Dreams Come True

A certain man wanted to go out to California to make
movies. This was way back before Hollywood was even a star
on the map and movies were no more than a novelty item in
the penny arcades. In fact, movies were just cheap little
machines you looked into for five cents where you could see
a man taming a lion or a woman doing a strip tease. They
called them nickelodeons back then and that’s what people
thought about when you said you were going to make movies.
So imagine what a person might think if somebody asked you
to invest five thousand dollars in such a venture.

As you can imagine, back in 1913, five thousand
dollars had a great deal more purchasing power than it does
now. Adjusted for inflation, it would probably be like
asking somebody today for five hundred thousand dollars or

something like that. That’s crazy.
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This certain man asked his brother for five thousand
dollars to invest in a twenty-five percent stake in his new
motion picture production company. The other partners were
a glove salesman and a New York theater producer. This
certain man’s brother was a successful playwright who
thought that five thousand dollars would be lost foolishly
if he invested in this venture. “What’s twenty-five percent
of nothing?” he asked. He answered his own question.
“Nothing.” And nothing is what he invested in the new
company. And nothing is what he received back in dividends.

The certain man was Cecil B. DeMille, the legendary
director who pioneered the Biblical epic and ushered in
Hollywood’s Golden Age. But have you ever heard of Cecil B.
DeMille’s brother, William DeMille? William was the one who
was afraid to invest in Cecil’s venture. How much do you
think his five thousand investment would be worth today?
Who knows? Just to give you a little bit of an idea - one
of Cecil B. DeMille’s homes recently listed on the market
for over twenty six million dollars. What do you think
owning the rights to DeMille’s seventy motion pictures
might be worth today? How much would his share of Paramount
Pictures be worth?

The other partners were theater producer Jesse Lasky

and Jesse’s brother-in-law Sam Goldfish. Sam was a glove
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salesman. He later changed his name to Goldwyn. They put up
the remaining share in the business and were well rewarded
for their efforts. You’ve heard of Goldwyn as in Metro-
Goldwyn-Meyer or MGM. But that’s another story.

Have you heard the story about the star of DeMille’s
first motion picture? Dusty Farnum was a successful theater
actor when Cecil B. DeMille and Jesse Lasky approached him
about starring in their film adaptation of The Squaw Man.
DeMille offered Farnum the same deal he offered to his
brother William. In exchange for starring in the film,
DeMille promised to give Dusty Farnum 25 percent of the
profits in the film. Dusty turned him down, saying, “No,
I’11 take my $250 a week. That’s a sure thing I can count

”

on.

Steven Spielberg credits C.B. DeMille with helping
make his dreams come true. He fell in love with movies
after watching Cecil B. DeMille’s Academy Award-winning
film, The Greatest Show on Earth. During his acceptance
speech for the Golden Globe Cecil B. DeMille Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2009, Spielberg described how C.B.
DeMille’s Academy Award winning film, The Greatest Show on
Earth inspired him to make movies. He says he went home

after seeing the film in 1952 and attempted to reenact the
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train wreck scene using his model train and an 8-millimeter
home movie camera. Spielberg said, "I think what was on my
mind when I was risking losing my Lionel train set was me
thinking, 'Am I going to get away with this?' he recounted.
"That anxiety has been haunting me throughout my entire
movie career. Whenever I've tried to tell a risky story,
whether it's about sharks or dinosaurs or about aliens or
about history, I'll always be thinking, 'Am I going to get
away with this?"' He says that C.B. DeMille showed him “how
to put a lot of money up on the big screen and then make
the studios pay for it.”

DeMille’s granddaughter, Cecilia de Mille Presley,
said that she considers Spielberg, “The DeMille of today.
Like Grandfather, he has consistently been able to capture
vast audiences. He has had great commercial success without
losing his personal vision or compromising his integrity.”

Steven Spielberg is not the only person who has
achieved his impossible dreams by following DeMille’s
strategies. I love reading biographies of men and women who
have achieved extraordinary accomplishments, both in modern
times and throughout history. As I have studied their
lives, I have discovered that their successes, too, were
realized by actions and attitudes that reflected DeMille’s

teachings, even though some may have never read his

Copyright © 2009 by Robert Hammond  All rights reserved



Hammond/DeMille

writings or seen his films. Oprah Winfrey, Billy Graham,
Tom Hanks, Martin Scorsese, Ron Howard, Edward G. Robinson,
Gloria Swanson, and Charlton Heston were all great admirers
of Cecil B. DeMille. They achieved their impossible dreams
by practicing the very principles that DeMille reveals.

I discovered these principles of DeMille’s success
while I was working on my Master of Fine Arts in Creative
Writing. I later wrote the novel and epic biopic
screenplay, C.B. DeMille and the action/thriller The
DeMille Conspiracy. What I didn't know at the time,
having eight books already published, was that I had
inadvertently applied many of DeMille's principles
throughout the years. But by applying all ten Cecil B.
DeMille’s Commandments for Success, I see my dreams coming

true more each day.

What if you discovered the lost memoirs of legendary
director Cecil B. DeMille, hidden away in an old cellar,
fifty years after his death?

What if those pages revealed a life-shattering secret

that could change the destiny of countless lives?
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What would you want to know about Cecil B. DeMille?
How did he break into Hollywood and begin making movies?

Why did he persevere in spite of countless obstacles?

Introduction: Ready When You Are

Egyptian desert, 1955

C.B. DeMille sat in his director’s chair, lowering the
megaphone from his mouth. Desert winds swept sparkling
desert sands against steep cliffs. The saffron sun
scattered light and shadows across the shimmering dunes,
revealing the Sphinx rising in the distance, and rows and
rows of pyramids.

DeMille’s daughter Ciddy, naturally pretty, her kind
eyes shimmering with the natural wonder and imagination of
a young girl, sat next to him. DeMille handed Ciddy his

wooden cane, worn by time and use.
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He turned to her slowly and asked, “Can you keep an
eye on this?”

Ciddy took the cane in her hands and looked at it
fondly then looking up at her father. “Oh, you think you
don’t need it anymore?” she asked.

“Something like that,” he said with a twinkle in his
eyes.

A young camera assistant kneeled before the camera and
clapped the slate. ”“The Ten Commandments. Scene 70."

DeMille raised the megaphone back to his mouth.
“Action!” he shouted.

Hundreds of horses and chariots galloped along the
edge of the cliffs edging down the steep incline. Three
cameramen caught the action from different angles.

The chariots descended to the bottom of the steep
dunes in clouds of dust. DeMille stood to his feet. “Cut!
That was fantastic. Perfect.”

Moments later, DeMille looked over to Cameraman #1,
raising the megaphone again. “Did you get that?”

Cameraman #1 pointed to what’s left of his camera,
half buried in the sand. ”“Sorry, C.B. The camera got
trampled in the stampede.”

DeMille looked to Cameraman #2. The cameraman looked

at the front of the camera and wiped a big clod of dirt

Copyright © 2009 by Robert Hammond  All rights reserved



Hammond/DeMille

from the lens. He looked back at DeMille and shook his
head.

DeMille jumped up and ran around frantically waving
his arms at everybody, looking up to heaven, desperately
pleading with God to save this precious shot. He lifted up
his megaphone toward Cameraman #3. “Please tell me your
camera is working.”

Cameraman #3 smiled and gave DeMille a thumbs up.

"Ready when you are, C.B!”

C.B. DeMille - The Man Who Invented Hollywood

Cecil B. DeMille was born in 1881 to an Episcopal lay
minister-turned dramatist and Jewish mother who ran a
girl’s school. After his father’s death, when he was 12,
DeMille attended military school. His mother’s school for
girls floundered and she started a theatrical booking
agency. His brother, William became a successful Broadway
playwright. C.B. DeMille struggled for the next twenty
years, working as actor, barely making ends meet.

At the age of 33, DeMille made a decision that would
change his life forever. In a fateful meeting with theater
producer, Jesse Lasky and glove salesman Sam Goldfish

(later Goldwyn), C.B. DeMille was offered the opportunity
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of a lifetime - to make motion pictures in California.
DeMille asked his brother, William to loan him the $5,000
he needed to get started, but William thought the wventure
was too risky. After all, in 1913, California was nothing
more than desert and orange groves. Many people considered
motion pictures to be a passing fad. DeMille’s business
partners decided to take a chance on him and advanced his
portion of the initial investment. All DeMille needed was
enough money to pay his way to California. His wife
Constance supported him and offered to pawn the family
silver. C.B. DeMille risked everything, temporarily leaving
behind his wife and child in New York, to follow a dream.
Because of his dream, what began in an old rented barn soon
became the motion picture capital of the world.

Soon after coming to Hollywood, DeMille fell into the
temptations and self-destructive course to which so many
creative people ultimately succumb. Rather than lose his
business, his family, and his dream, DeMille sought wisdom
and guidance by praying and studying the Bible.

DeMille’s subsequent spiritual awakening led to the
making of the original silent version of The Ten
Commandments in 1923. In the following years, DeMille'’s
wisdom, success, and wealth increased beyond imagination.

In terms of wealth, some have suggested that in today’s
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dollars, he may well have been a “billionaire.” In addition
to his seventy films worth hundreds of millions of dollars
in today’s market, he owned hundreds of acres of prime Los
Angeles real estate, and helped create Paramount Studios.
Business, religious, and political leaders of nations
throughout the world honored DeMille and sought his advice.
However, by the middle of his life, he began to violate the
laws of living, its principles and strategies that he so
wisely articulated; as he did, his success and happiness
vanished. Fortunately, DeMille returned to the principles
that made him so successful and achieved the greatest
accomplishments of his life, including the restoration of
his marriage, unlimited financial abundance, an Oscar award
for Best Picture for his film The Greatest Show on Earth,
and his crowning achievement, the making of the 1956
version of The Ten Commandments starring Charlton Heston.
Fortunately for us, C.B. DeMille recorded many of his laws

for living that have finally been revealed.
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Chapter 1: The First Commandment — Be Humble

- “Let the Divine Mind flow through your own mind, and
you will be happier. I have found the greatest power in
the world is the power of prayer. There is no shadow of

doubt of that. I speak from my own experience.”

“So, what do you think of Sam’s idea?” Lasky asked
DeMille.

Sam Goldfish grabbed two of the menus and handed them
to DeMille and Lasky. He turned the first menu upside down
and took out a pen. Goldfish said, “A verbal agreement
isn’t worth the paper it’s written on.”

Goldfish handed the menu and the pen to Lasky.

Lasky scribbled something on the back of the menu and
looked up. Lasky said, “The Jesse Lasky Feature Play

Company. Good name since I'm the only one here with name

recognition. And Sam, with his sales background will be in
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charge of distribution. That leaves you, C.B., as Director
General, with total creative control.”

Lasky handed the menu back to Goldfish, who read it to
himself slowly and nodded approvingly. Goldfish handed the
menu to DeMille.

DeMille read Lasky’s scribbling and shook his head.
“Total creative control. Sounds wonderful, except for one
thing.” He paused. “I know nothing about making pictures.”

Goldfish slapped Lasky on the shoulder and the two men
busted out laughing. Goldfish said, “Everything you need to

know about making pictures you can learn in one day.”

- Begin with humility and your opportunities will be

limitless.
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Chapter 2: The Second Commandment — Be Amazed

“Creation is a drug I can’t do without.”

C.B. DeMille walked through the back lot of his studio
where he witnessed a handler training one hundred white
doves to fly across the stage in formation. In another
section, he saw Mary Magdalene’s leopard pace about a
golden cage. A brilliantly plumaged Bird of Paradise sunned
itself behind a wire netting under a giant arc light.

DeMille oversaw the shipping of seventy-five tons of
props in fifteen trucks to the docks at San Pedro, where an
entire passenger steamer waited to take cast, staff, and
props across the water.

DeMille directed scenes by the Sea of Galilee filmed
in Catalina and later, a scene with Julia as Martha at the
tomb of Lazarus. He wept as he directed the scene of Jesus

forgiving Mary Magdalene.
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DeMille filmed a tremendous earthquake where dust

swirled high by fierce winds.
##

Rabbi Magnin stood in front of DeMille at his desk.

DeMille rose to greet him. “On behalf of B’Nai B’Rith
organization, I congratulate you for doing such a fine work
about a man of peace. God bless you, Mr. DeMille.”

DeMille and Rabbi Magnin shook hands.

A Muslim Imam bowed with folded hands in front of
DeMille, who returned the gesture. “Jesus is a central
figure in our religion as well,” said the Imam. “I pray
that this work will bring people of all faiths together in
peace and brotherhood.”

“Thank you sir,” said DeMille. That is my hope as
well.”

##

Searchlights arced across the night sky. Hundreds of
fans, reporters and celebrities crowded into the historic
Grauman’s Chinese Theater, which opened with the premiere
of King of Kings, and the film enjoyed wide public acclaim.

Rabbi Magnin stood next to DeMille as reporters and
photographers gathered. He raised his voice so the crowd
could hear him. “A great story is bound about a great man

to bring about love and peace. Yet the One who has preached
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love and peace has been the center of such controversy that
streams of blood have flowed to the sea. This story, free
from any theology, will bring home to the world the true
message that the great teacher taught through wvisual

education.”

- Let your life continually be filled with a sense of

amazement.
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Chapter 3: The Third Commandment - Be Ready
“A picture is made a success not on a set but over the

drawing board.”

The set was an old west background with horses tied in
front of a saloon. DeMille sat in front of the Barn in his
director’s chair, ordering around the cast and crew as they
shot a scene from the film Rose of the Rancho.

Suddenly caravan of cars and trucks pulled up in front
of the location. Jeanie Macpherson dressed in a long blue
dress and fancy hat, barged onto the set with her own small
cast and crew, interrupting the shot.

DeMille saw the commotion and jumped up from his
director’s seat. “Cut! Cut! Cut!”

Jeanie and her crew began setting up their own cameras
and equipment. DeMille ran over and pushed her crew members
back, knocking over one of their cameras. “What in heaven’s

name is going on here? Don’t you know I'm in the middle of
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making a picture?” he yelled. “Now get out of here before I

have you all thrown out. Who do you think you are?”

Jeanie looked DeMille in the eye and put her hands on
her hips. A cigarette hung from her lips. “The name’s
Jeanie Macpherson and I'm the set manager for D.W.
Griffith’s picture. I'm afraid you’ll have to move your
equipment until we’re done.”

“OK. Wait here,” said DeMille. He turned and marched
into the Barn.

Moments later, DeMille came running out of the barn
and chased Jeanie and her crew off the set with a shotgun.
Jeanie and her crewmembers jumped back in their
vehicles and hightailed it out of there, leaving clouds of

dust in their wake. DeMille fired the shotgun over their

heads. Boom! Boom! Boom!

Two days later

BANG! BANG! BANG!

DeMille sat at his desk writing in his red notebook.
He ignored the person banging on the door as he continued
writing. Jeanie barged in and stood in front of DeMille
with her hands on her hips. “Mr. DeMille, I demand an

apology.”
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DeMille sighed and continued writing in his notebook
without acknowledging her.

“"And I’'1l1l have you know that I’'m not only a scenario
writer and director, but I’'m a great actress as well,” she
said. Jeanie lit up a cigarette before continuing. “As a
matter of fact, I'm one of the greatest actresses you’ll
ever see. Even better than that over-rated tramp Norma
Desmond.”

DeMille glanced up at her briefly, and then continued
with his work, without saying a word. Jeanie tossed her
cigarette on the floor and stomped it out with her foot.

DeMille continued to ignore her.

“Well!” Jeanie stormed out in a huff.

##
Two weeks later, the glamorous Norma Desmond slowly

descended a spiral staircase.

Jeanie quietly entered the set and stood in the wings.

“Cut!” DeMille shouted.

Norma walked up to DeMille and smiled.

“Good job, Norma,” he said.

Norma exited as Henry Wilcoxen turned off the
spotlights. DeMille headed towards his office and Jeanie
followed him inside.

“I'm still waiting on that apology Mr. DeMille.”

Copyright © 2009 by Robert Hammond  All rights reserved
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DeMille turns toward Jeanie, startled. Then he took
his seat behind his desk. “I tell you what. I'1ll pay you
twenty-five dollars a week to take dictation.”

“Not only are you too stubborn to apologize for nearly
killing me and my crew, but now you have the nerve to

4

insult me.” Jeanie stomped her foot and slammed her fists
into her thighs. She suddenly straightened up and lit a
cigarette, trying to regain her composure. “I tell you I
won’t stand for it. You let me walk out that door one more
time and you’ll regret it for the rest of your life.”
Jeanie took a long drag from her cigarette. She
exhaled as a tear slowly traced down her cheek. “I'm a
wonderful actress, Mr. DeMille and I can write. I promise
you’re going to love me. Please, you’ve got to give me just
one chance. Please, I'm begging you. I need this. Please.”
Jeanie hung her head, sobbing desperate, pitiful tears.
DeMille sighed and rubbed his chin. “I’11 pay you ten
dollars for one day’s work as an actress. Be here tomorrow
morning at 8:00 a.m. And don’t be late.”
Jeanie looked up and wiped her eyes with her sleeve.
"Ten bucks? You expect me to work a whole day for ten
lousy bucks? What kind of girl do you think I am? Why I’'m
worth ten times that much!”

“Take it or leave it.”
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Jeanie took another drag from her cigarette and blew
smoke rings. “Well, alright, I guess I’'1ll take it. But
consider this a big favor. You’re going to realize that
Jeanie Macpherson is worth her weight in gold. You’ll see.
I guarantee it.” Then she skipped out of the room humming
“Hooray for Hollywood”.

DeMille chuckled and shook his head.

- Understand the essential truth of always being ready for

the unexpected opportunity.
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Chapter 4: The Fourth Commandment - Be Wise

- “Give me any two pages of the Bible and I'1l1l give you a

picture.”

Inside Paramount Studios later that day, DeMille sat
at a conference table with Jeanie. He stood up and began
pacing, hands clasped behind his back. “We’ve got to start
looking at everything differently. We’ve got to think big.
Biblical.”

“What do you mean, C.B.?

DeMille stopped pacing. “I'm looking for the next big
thing. I have a feeling that we are on the brink of a
totally new kind of picture. I need to get a feel for what
the public wants.”

Jeanie laughed. “The public? What does the public know
about making pictures?”

ik
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A newsboy hawked the morning headlines. “Extra! Extra!
Read all about it. DeMille offers thousand dollar reward
for movie idea.” Dozens of people reached out to grab
newspapers.

##

Two mailmen pulled bags of mail from the back of a
mail truck behind Paramount Studios.

The mailmen poured out thousands of letters on
DeMille’s desk.

Later, DeMille and Jeanie sorted through the letters.
DeMille opened a letter and read the contents aloud. “A man
eating Boy Scout, a cowboy, and an aging Irishman team up
to form a jazz trio in Cuba.”

They both laughed. Jeanie opened another letter. “A
bounty hunter goes on a fishing trip with a homicidal
picture director.”

DeMille rubbed his chin in thought. “Promising. But,
no. What else we got?”

Later that evening, a haggard looking DeMille and
Jeanie sat in front a much smaller stack of letters. The
trashcan overflowed with crumpled pieces of paper. DeMille
made a paper airplane with a discarded letter and tossed it

across the room.
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Jeanie picked up another envelope and opened it. As
she read the letter, a big smile broke across her face. She
stood up. “How about this one C.B.?” Jeanie held up the
letter and read it aloud. “You cannot break the Ten
Commandments - they will break you.”

DeMille liked the idea. “The Ten Commandments?” he
asked.

“The Ten Commandments!” Jeanie repeated.

“The Ten Commandments! Why of course. That’s a
wonderful idea.”

DeMille stood in front of Paramount chief Adolph
Zukor’s desk with the letter in hand. “That’s a horrible
idea,” said Zukor.

“How can you say that? We’re talking about one of the
greatest stories ever told.”

Zukor got up from his seat, turned to the window
behind him, and looked out toward the bustling city. He
turned his back toward DeMille as he continued. “0ld men
wearing tablecloths and beards?” Zukor turned and walked
around the desk toward DeMille. He placed his arm on
DeMille’s shoulder. “Cecil, a picture like that would ruin

”

us.
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DeMille wasn’t giving up without a fight. “Just think
of it,” he said. “We’ll be the first studio to open and
close the Red Sea.”

“Maybe,” said Zukor. “Or you’ll be the first director
to open and close Paramount.” Zukor 1lit a cigar and paced
around the room finally returning to his seat behind his
desk. He took a puff of the cigar and blew smoke rings,
imagining them as dollar signs. “So tell me,” he began. How
much is this baby going to cost me?”

DeMille smiled. “About a million dollars.”

Zukor began choking on his own cigar and fell out of
his chair. He stumbled to his feet. “What? A million
dollars to make a lousy picture? You’re crazy. Get out of
my office! Now!”

DeMille broke out laughing.

Zukor wasn’t laughing as he sat back down. “You think
I’'m kidding here?” he asked. “I mean it. Get out of here.

4

And stay out until you come to your senses.” Zukor paused
for a moment, shaking his head in bewilderment. “You’re
killing me, Cecil. You’re killing me!” Zukor threw his
cigar at DeMille, barely missing him. The cigar hit the
wall and bounced into the wastepaper basket.

DeMille hustled out of Zukor’s office as the

wastepaper basket caught fire.
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A week later, C.B. DeMille stood in front of his desk,
upon which were stacked about a hundred Bibles. Jeanie
walked in and did a double take. DeMille looked up and
smiled. “Ah. Just who I was looking for,” he said. “Jeanie,
make sure we get one of these to everyone on the payroll.
And make it snappy. We’ve got a picture to make.” DeMille
handed Jeanie a stack of Bibles and gestured for her to get
hopping.

Jeanie ambled down the hallway with her stack of
Bibles and passed them out to everyone she saw.

Jess Lasky entered DeMille’s office. “So you’re really
going through with this Ten Commandments project?” he asked.

“Give me two pages of the Bible and I’11 give you a
picture,” DeMille said, as he handed Lasky a Bible. "“Take
it wherever you go and read it every day. The greatest
source of material for motion pictures is the Bible, and
almost any chapter in the Bible would serve as a basic idea

for a motion picture.”

- Learn the importance of meditation and contemplation on

the wisdom of the ages.
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Chapter 5: The Fifth Commandment - Be Steadfast

- “Most of us serve our ideals by fits and starts. The
person who makes a success of living is the one who sees
his goal steadily and aims for it unswervingly. That is

dedication.”

The early sunlight was dim as DeMille entered the
barn. A ruffle beneath his feet - He reached down and
discovered...strewn all over the room. He picked up the
unraveled film...Completely ruined. He fell to his knees.

DeMille stormed out of the barn, film in one hand, his
gun in the other. “Who did this? Who did this?”

He crumpled the film in his fist. Lasky approached and
puts his hand on DeMille’s shoulder. “It’s Zukor’s boys
from New York. We can’t fight them,” he said.

“If they want a fight, we’ll give it to them,” said

DeMille. “We’ll hit them hard. Right where it hurts.”
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Goldfish said, “I tell you that Adolph Zukor thinks he

owns the picture business. I never liked him and I always
will.”

DeMille balled his fist. “Success is our only option.

Inside the barn, DeMille huddled around a table with
Dusty Farnum, Lasky, Goldfish, and young Henry Wilcoxen.

DeMille held up a handful of the ruined film. He
looked around the room with curious contempt. “I refuse to
be intimidated,” he said as he tossed the film down on the
table.

“What are we going to do?” Lasky asked.

”

DeMille looked Lasky in the eye sternly. “As God is my

witness, we’re going to make this picture. And then we’re
going to make another and another and another!”

DeMille stood to his feet and headed toward the door.
He stopped and turned toward the men. “Now let’s get back

to work.”

- Discover the power of steadfast commitment.
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Chapter 6: The Sixth Commandment - Be Courageous

“I was shooting a scene in The Little American and we
were firing a line of guns, supposedly French 75's. As they
were using the real ones over in France we had to use
imitations. In the middle of this scene the breech-block
blew out of one of these guns and one man had a portion of
his anatomy torn away, another had a great splinter go
through his mouth and tear out his cheek; that whole gun
crew was shot to pieces. But there wasn't one of those men
that stopped acting. There wasn't a man on either side that
turned to those fellows. They glanced at them as you would
if it had been a real shell that struck and went on with
their own guns until that scene was played through and the
whistle blew. Then they went to these men.

“Men will give their lives, gentlemen, to carry

through. Nothing will stop them. They will do anything.”
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During the filming of The Ten Commandments, DeMille
directed a scene with hundreds of chariots heading toward
the edge of the sand cliffs. The drivers came to a sudden
halt, afraid to proceed. One of the stuntman, a well-built
archer with a quiver of arrows on his back, approached
DeMille. “The men are saying this scene is too dangerous,”
the Archer told DeMille. “We can’t do it.”

DeMille looked at him with disgust then turned to
Ciddy. “You want to show them how it’s done, Ciddy?”

Moments later, Ciddy rode her pony up to the cliff and
made the descent at breakneck speed and without injury.
DeMille turned to the Archer with a disdainful smile.
“Well, if a little girl like Ciddy can do it, why can’t
you?”

A few minutes later, hundreds of horsemen and chariot
drivers rode down the steep slope, in a cloud of sand.

The dramatic scene concluded as the chariots descended
to the bottom of the cliff in clouds of dust. DeMille
jumped to his feet. “Cut! That was beautiful. Fantastic.”

As the dust cleared, several stunt men writhed and
groaned in the sand, covered in blood. Others limped away
slowly.

Moments later, the Archer approached DeMille. “Mr.

DeMille,” he began, “my men are hurting. We need a break.”
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DeMille pointed to the setting sun. “See that?” he
asked.

The Archer winced.

“The Israelites didn’t complain about a few bumps and
bruises,” DeMille continued. “They knew the value of time.
Now the sun is setting, we’re losing daylight - you got two
minutes.” He glanced at his watch. “One minute and 55
seconds.”

Later, DeMille stood next to the camera, yelling
through his megaphone at the charioteers gathered below.
“C’mon, you bunch of cowards. Let’s make this look real!

The Archer notched an arrow into his bow and fired it
at DeMille’s megaphone, the arrow embedding itself into the
device just inches from DeMille’s head. DeMille looked at

arrow sticking out of the megaphone. “Action!”

- Live courageously and do not give in to fear.
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Chapter 7: The Seventh Commandment - Be Spectacular

- “The way to make a film is to begin with an earthquake

and work up to a climax.”

The Exodus scene proceeded. Completely unrehearsed,
the Jewish extras began singing in Hebrew the ancient
Hebraic chants, tears streaming down their faces. They sang
in unison, “Hear O Israel the Lord Our God, the Lord is
One!” and DeMille burst into tears.

Ciddy reached for his hand. DeMille smiled at her.
“Truly God is am